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After serving in the St. Matthews Fire 
Department for 44 years, beginning in 
1978 as a volunteer firefighter at age 
18, and thirty years as Chief, William 
Seng will be retiring this August. 
Chief Seng, a lifelong resident of St. 
Matthews, who holds a bachelor’s 
degree in criminal justice from Eastern 
Kentucky University as well as a 
bachelor’s degree in fire science, has 
been instrumental in bringing about 
many improvements in services to the 
community.

Prior to being appointed as Fire 
Chief, Seng served in a variety of 
Fire Department positions, including 
Captain and Fire Marshal responsible 
for all fire prevention activities.

Chief Seng is a member of the 
International Association of Fire Chiefs, 
the South East Association of Fire 
Chiefs, and the Jefferson County Fire 
Chiefs Association. Chief Seng is also 
an active member in the community 
including the Kiwanis Club, Rotary 
Club, and Knights of Columbus.

Chief Seng recalls making medical 
runs in 1989 on fire engines in St. 
Matthews, the first fire department 
in the area to do so. As time went 
on, the demand for these kind of 
services increased, and residents of 
St. Matthews had to rely on Louisville 
Metro for ambulance services. The 
wait time in the suburbs such as St. 
Matthews could be lengthy, and the 
need exceeded Louisville Metro’s 
capacity to provide efficient service.

In 2016, Chief Seng obtained a 
Certificate of Need and an Ambulance 

license from the Kentucky Board of 
EMS to provide emergency ambulance 
service to the district. On December 
2017, two ambulances rolled out 
of the St. Matthews stations, one 
borrowed from Louisville Metro and 
one from Lexington’s fire department. 
Today there are four ambulances 
serving the community.

Another significant change under 
Chief Seng’s tenure was the merger 
of the fire district of Lyndon with St. 
Matthews in 2018. There are now a 
total of four stations. Lyndon did not 
operate EMS services, and it made 
sense to merge with St. Matthews to 
gain access to those services, Chief 
Seng stated. Every station now has full 
EMT and fire services. Chief Seng says 
that he views the merger as one of his 
bigger accomplishments, and that “he’s 
going out with a bang!”

St. Matthews 
Living

Fire Chief William Seng to Retire in August

August 2022

City of St. Matthews • 3940 Grandview Avenue • P.O. Box 7097 • St. Matthews, Kentucky  40257-0097
Hours: Monday –Thursday 7 a.m. – 4 p.m.   Friday  7:30 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.         www.stmatthewsky.gov



2  AUGUST 2022 | ST. MATTHEWS LIVING		

Take Advantage of the St. 
Matthews Tax Discount
St. Matthews property tax bills will be mailed to 
homeowners, or their mortgage companies, on October 1. 
These tax bills, if paid, or payment postmarked, by October 
31, are eligible for a substantial discount. In 2021, the City 
Council approved a discount of 40%, however, as of this 
printing the 2022 discount amount has not been set. Please 
check with your mortgage company to verify that they are 
paying the tax bill and that they are paying before the Oct 
31 deadline to receive the discount. 

Solicitation Open 
Mayor Tonini has ended his executive order, which placed 
a halt to door-to-door solicitations during the Covid 
pandemic. Solicitation is allowed, provided that all solicitors 
abide by City ordinance requiring each to obtain a City 
Certificate of Registration. This certificate shall be carried 
by each solicitor, along with the required Metro Louisville 
certificate, and both shall be displayed upon request. 

If you prefer, you may post a NO SOLICITATION notice 
near your front door. Solicitors are not allowed to 
disregard this notice. Please report any solicitor who does 
not have the required documents, or has breached your 

NO SOLICITATION notice, to the St. Matthews Police 
Department (502) 893-9000.  An officer will check that 
the solicitor is representing a legitimate business, and not 
someone of suspicious activity, and advise the solicitor of 
how to obtain the St. Matthews Certificate of Registration. 

Help keep our city safer by reporting unregistered 
strangers who are knocking on residential doors. Details 
about Solicitation within St. Matthews can be found on the 
city website under the Business Tab.

A Message From...

ST. MATTHEWS, KY

Show pride in your 
community by 
displaying the official 
St. Matthews sticker 
on your vehicle! 
Free stickers are available at City Hall.

National Night Out August 2  
St. Matthews Community Park  
August 2, 6:30–8:30 p.m.  
Stop by and meet your St. Matthews Police  
and Fire Departments  
Music, fun and more!

History Of National Night Out
This event has been held every year since 1984 
and started with the simple act of people in the 
neighborhood, turning on their porch lights and sitting 
at their front door. The very first National Night Out 
saw 2.5 million residents in 400 communities, and in 
2016, 38 million people across the entire United States 
in 16,000 communities.

In recent years, one of the largest National Night Out 
events has been held in Columbus, Ohio. Ogden Block 
Watch organizes one of the largest festivals, which 
includes food, live music, and other entertainment 
options for participants to enjoy in order to raise 
awareness for crime and drug prevention.
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City Events

Halloween in Brown Park 
Saturday, October 22
11:00 am to 3:00 pm
• This FREE event will be held rain or shine
• Music, games, inflatables, hayrides, and more 
• Trick-or-treating starts at 11:30 am
• Over 50 businesses will hand out treats
• �Location: Brown Park at the corner of Kresge Way 

and Browns Lane
• �FREE parking at 4007 Kresge Way, Doctor’s building

• �In the case of a dangerous weather OR COVID-19 
restrictions some changes may occur to keep the 
event safe. 
Please visit www.stmatthewschamber.com/halloween-
in-brown-park/ for details and updates due to weather 
and COVID.

St. Matthews  
Potato Festival

Saturday, August 27
Noon to 6 pm 

Community Center Park 
310 Ten Pin Lane. St. Matthews

The St. Matthews Potato Festival returns for 
the first time since 1952! The entire family 
can enjoy bushels of fun with something for 
everyone; from the Tasty Tater Cook-Off 
featuring area restaurants and food vendors 
showing off their special potato dish, to the 
Spud Putt a special hole in one contest, to 
the Tater Trot—a fun walk through the park, 
to the Mashed Potato Hits concerts in the 
park…and so much more! There will also be 
a wide selection of vendors including a craft 
show and a kids zone all completely free!  
www.stmatthewschamber.com/st-matthews-
potato-festival/

Movies in the Park is back this year 
in a new location!
• All movies are FREE 
• �Brown Park at Kresge 

Way and Browns Lane
• �FREE Parking at  

4007 Kresge Way

Upcoming movies:
September 9: Encanto 
(Rated PG)  
Estimated Start Time: 8 p.m.  
Games and activities will be held  
before the event with themed prizes!

October 8: Goosebumps  
(Rated PG)  
Estimated Start Time: 7:20 p.m.  
Join us in your Halloween costume  
for a special costume contest!  
Prizes to be announced. 

• �Bring a blanket or chairs with you
• No chairs or seating provided 
• �You are encouraged to bring your own  

snacks and drinks
• No alcohol is permitted
• Events are weather dependent
• �For weather-related information go to:   

www.facebook.com/StMatthewsChamber.
• �For more information: 

www.stmatthewschamber.com/movies-in-the-park/
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Fire Department
Safety Tips for Outdoor Fire Pits

Fire pits add drama and beauty to 
your outdoor space. But fire is fire, 
and to fully enjoy your fire pit, safety 
should always be a top consideration.

Before Using Your Fire Pit
• �Before buying your fire pit, make 

sure you understand your city or 
county’s regulations regarding their 
use. Some cities prohibit their use 
completely, and hefty fines could 
be imposed if you don’t follow the 
rules and regulations.

• �Read the manual 
that comes 
with your fire 
pit and follow 
instructions. Call 
the manufacturer 
regarding any 
questions you might 
have.

• �Always keep a 
fire extinguisher 
handy and make 
sure it is in good 
working condition 
and not past its 
expiration date. Use 
safety gloves when 
handling a fire pit.

• �Don’t place a fire pit in an enclosed 
area because its fumes can be 
harmful without proper ventilation.

• �Avoid placing your fire pit near 
hanging branches or on an unsteady 
surface.

Operating Your Fire Pit
• �Start your fire small and only use 

the recommended fire starters. 
Never use gasoline to start a fire.

• �In a wood-burning fire pit, never 
pile on wood too high because you 
don’t want burning pellets to spill 
out.

• �Children should not be allowed near 
fire pits, which should be supervised 
by adults at all times. Never leave 
the fire unattended.

• �Use screens for protection from 
wind and to prevent sparks from 
flying out. Avoid using a fire pit 
when it is very windy.

Extinguishing the Fire
• �Make sure to extinguish the fire 

completely once you have finished 
using it. Follow your manufacturer’s 
instructions. Use a fire extinguisher 
or enough water to let the hot coals 
or wood soak. Continue to pour 
water over the fire until there’s no 
steam.

• �Cover with a lid if you have one 
after you have put the fire out.

• �Do not store the coals or wood 
in bags right away; use a metal ash 
bucket instead.

Source: https://www.thespruce.com/
safety-tips-for-fire-pits-

Update on Heart of St. Matthews Project
The May 14 Clean-up event was 
a great success, according to 
Independence Bank president 
Louis R. Straub II. The project area 
was Shelbyville Road between 
Chenoweth Lane and St. Matthews 
Avenue. Streets were cleaned, 
trees planted, donated flower pots 
were filled with beautidual flowers 
and other beautification efforts 
were made possible by funds 
donated by area businesses and city 
officials.  Approximately 35 people 
participated in the community 
event, including private citizens, 

business owners, elected officials and 
Chamber members. 

Louis says there are plans in the 
works for a fall cleanup, and they 
hope to plant even more trees 
and add color to the area including 
streets banners. He thanked Mayor 
Tonini and Bill Hollander’s offices 
for all of their support. “Having an 
attractive city increases economic 
development,” Louis said. “It helps to 
maintain property values and quality 
of life for our residents.”


